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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, IT 

SUBJECT: VOLUNTARY EXPORT RESTRAINTS ON FOOTWEAR 

PASS STR 

1. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED REPORTS FROM BOTH US AND ITALIAN 
SOURCES OF PENDING NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN STR AND SEVERAL 
COUNTRIES, INCLUDING ITALY, FOR VOLUNTARY RESTRAINTS ON 
EXPORTS OF FOOTWEAR TO US. 

2. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE ASAP INFO AS TO WHETHER 
SUCH NEGOTIATIONS ARE UNDERWAY, SCHEDULED, ENVISAGED OR 
NOT CONTEMPLATED. IF ANSWER IS POSITIVE IN ANY RESPECT, 
WHAT TIMING IS ENVISAGED? 

3. COMMENT. SUCH NEGOTIATIONS MIGHT HAVE POLITICAL IMPLI- 
CATIONS IN ITALY. POLITICALLY IMPORTANT REGIONAL ELECTIONS 
WILL BE HELD JUNE 15. VOLPE 
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